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Integrative projects in the English primary classroom: 

Where we are now and where we want to go

Melinda Dooly & Dolors Masats

Dept. Didàctica de la Llengua i la Literatura, i de les Ciències Socials (UAB)

GREIP (Grup de Recerca en Ensenyament i Interacció Plurilingües)

What do we mean by 

‘integrated teaching’?

INTEGRATED TEACHING  = MULTIDISCIPLINARY PROJECTS

• « pédagogie intégrée des langues maternelle et secondes » (Eddy Roulet, 1980)

• LAC: Language across the Curriculum  (Bullock Report, 1975 Language for life)

• Immersion Programmes in Canada (Lambert, 1962; Miquel Siguán, 1983)
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What do we mean by 

‘integrated teaching’?

INTEGRATED TEACHING  = MULTIDISCIPLINARY PROJECTS

Focus on Doing rather than Receiving

Language = Learning

Language is more than Communication Skills 

Language is linked to the Thinking Process 

Learning = using language to solve cognitively 

demanding tasks
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What do we mean …
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.... when we talk about PBL?

... and PBLL?
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Project or Problem-Based Learning?

Actually – used for both … can be confusing

ESPECIALLY since projects can be designed so

that the end product is the solution to a

problem.
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Today we are talking about 

project based learning

PBL is gaining ground

Educators more & more aware that teaching 

should aim to:

• get students to think and understand rather 

than memorize and recite

• demonstrate and perform rather than report 

and be tested
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InnovationInnovation movesmoves slowlyslowly… … 

• Kilpatrick, the Project Method 1918 (based on Dewey 1916)

• Vygotsky (ZPD+1)

• Freire (learner centered, learning by doing)

• Stoller (1997) project work + content-based instruction = 
natural integration of language skills (PBLL)

William Heard Kilpatrick

John Dewey

Lev Vygotsky Paulo Freire Fredricka L. Stoller
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PBL                 PBLL 

When applied to the area of LANGUAGE learning

Key underlying aims:

foster the development cognitive, social and 
communicative skills 

How?

Through engagement in authentic activities that 
eventually lead to a final project goal or output (with a 
‘real’ audience. 

(authentic in the sense that they are not ‘simulated’ tasks 
designed by the teacher to elicit specific responses)
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PBL                 PBLL 

‘authentic’ � not ‘simulated’ tasks* designed by 

the teacher to elicit specific responses

‘real’ � someone OUTSIDE the classroom
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*We recognize that we may need to be

creative with ‘authenticity’ – ‘invent’ some

of the situations or reasons for aspects of

the overall project.

But still need: REAL underlying reason for

communicating with TANGIBLE outcomes

with AUDIENCE (not the teacher & parents)

Key features of PBLL 
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L1 L2 FL
Curricular 

contents in L1 

L2

Content 

1

FL Content 

2

Content 3

L1

Traditional model

Integrative Teaching in the School Curriculum (1a)
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Semi-immersion model

L1 L2 FL

Content 

1

Content 

1

Content 

1

Plurilingual model

Sharing knowledge (9 year olds): The rivers

CatalàCatalà CastellàCastellà AnglèsAnglès

��Els rius de Els rius de 
Catalunya.Catalunya.

��Relació de la Relació de la 
xarxa xarxa 
hidrogràfica i el hidrogràfica i el 
relleu. relleu. 

��Relació entre Relació entre 
els rius, el clima i els rius, el clima i 
el paisatge.el paisatge.

��ElsEls riusrius de de 
l’Estatl’Estat espanyolespanyol, , 
relacionatsrelacionats ambamb
les les comunitatscomunitats
autònomesautònomes i les i les 
principalsprincipals ciutatsciutats..

��ElsEls diferentsdiferents
cursos del cursos del riuriu i i 
les les funcionsfuncions que que 
desenvolupendesenvolupen en en 
cadascunacadascuna..
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Integrative Teaching in the School Curriculum (1b)
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L2

Content 

4

Content 2

L1

Content 

1

Content 3

FL

Content 3

FL

Integrative Teaching in the School Curriculum (2)
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L1

Plurilingual model

Interdisciplinary classroom PROJECT
(around an interdisciplinary theme) 

PRODUCT(S)
(in more than 

one language)

French 

workshops

Spanish 

workshops

Catalan 

workshops

English 

workshops

Discourse genres, reading, literature, plurilingualism 

and metalinguistic reflexion

Andorran model. Coordinator A. Noguerol

Integrative Teaching in the School Curriculum (3)

Multidisciplinary Integrative English Projects in Primary Schools ICE-UAB 27/01/2018 



8

(Tele)collaborating (& inevitably communicating)

Probably most common type:

Introductions, sharing of 
perspectives (e.g. displaying 
& comparing school, habits, 

countries, etc.)

Probably most common type:

Introductions, sharing of 
perspectives (e.g. displaying 
& comparing school, habits, 

countries, etc.)

Each partner is responsible 
for PART of the final output:

Usually involves LOCAL 
collaborative groups leading 

to exchange of (partial) 
output

Each partner is responsible 
for PART of the final output:

Usually involves LOCAL 
collaborative groups leading 

to exchange of (partial) 
output

Hardest to reach:

EACH task/output is 
interdependent between 

partners

Hardest to reach:

EACH task/output is 
interdependent between 

partners

Different ‘typologies’ of collaboration involve different degrees of 
interdependence between the learners

Depends on different factors: autonomy, language levels, time, complexity of 
project, etc.
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One project may involve 1, 2 or all 3 types

Travelling through arts. Two projects in one
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Travelling through arts. Two projects in one
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Travelling through arts. Two projects in one
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Higher level of collaboration:

Healthy Habits
• Designed from perspective that language practice and knowledge acquisition are 

part of the same process
– Aimed to create ‘’immersion’ learning opportunities: use of the target language while 

learning to work in groups (face-to-face collaboration and online collaboration). 

• Also promote cognitive relationship across subjects & promote student reflection 
on the relevance of the learnt concepts in their own lives

Direct subject knowledge (good habits, bad habits, specific lexicon)

‘cause and effect’ of the daily actions (e.g. brushing teeth, eating too many sweets, 
sleeping enough, etc.)

Causality of actions exemplified through ss’ investigative work on ‘teen-ager case 
studies’ (avatars in Second Life)
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Causality (What happens due to 

good or bad habits?)
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Main outline

Preliminary phase: get to 

know each other; 

introduction to key language 

(content & interactional), etc.

Main ‘content’ phase: In-

depth discussions; study of 

‘group avatars’ for 

identification of key habits; 

sharing results with 

international partner

Revision phase: Making 

recommendations for 

improved avatar health; 

‘interviews’

Cross-disciplinary: Social 

studies, Catalan, maths …
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Current & Future Challenges
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ALREADY WELL DOCUMENTED
CURRENT CHALLENGES …
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• Time-consuming (especially the planning stage)

• Students’ assumed lack of language competences to 
complete the tasks

• Difficulties of integrating projects into already existent 
syllabi; obligatory coursebooks

• Challenges of adapting to ‘new’ balance of roles and 
responsibilities between the student and the teacher (fear 
of losing control)

• Need for high tolerance for ambiguity and flexibility in 
managing the learning environment

• Lack of confidence in integrating appropriate tools and 
resources, including technology

• Exaggerated expectations of abilities & results

• Difficulties in sustaining interest & motivation (students, 
teachers & administrators)

• Difficulties in creating collaborative environment

• ….
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ALWAYS DIFFICULT TO PREDICT
FUTURE CHALLENGES …
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Future challenges

For good or bad …

• We are teaching kids who are ‘smarter’ than us in 
many ways

• Wired differently: thinking has altered (memory 
retention)

• Emotionally and culturally different

• Information at their fingertips

• Less willing to accept the teacher as the ‘expert’

Requires a serious adaptation that PBL may offer
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Answers coming …
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